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• Burgers • Cakes • Tombola
• Raffle • Books • Fair Trade
• Bric a Brac • Plants

• Gifts and Cards • Ice Creams
• Children’s Activities
plus lots more fun stalls

The success of the Village Show held in the Church last year has inspired us to forge
ahead with plans to hold the next Spring Fair in the Church, and the garden.
We will have all the usual church stalls - burgers, cakes, tombola, raffle, books,
bric a brac, plants, Fair Trade, gifts and cards, children’s activities and ice creams!
We hope to include local businesses and schools as well as charities.
The fair will be on Saturday 7th May. If you would like to take part please contact Jane Jopson.
janejopson@gmail.com or call 01483 429962.

Nothing beats a real Log Fire
K. SHEPHERD & SON
DELIVER RIGHT TO YOUR DOOR

CALL: 01483 428 956 or 07860 698 655
The Villager is sponsored by

K Shepherd & Son
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We are pleased to offer all Farncombe residents a

10% DISCOUNT
on all orders over £100 - with this magazine

Godalming’s Local Independent
Agent Celebrating over 25 years
successfully selling!
Property to sell in Godalming
or the Villages?

to avoid disappointment please phone me
first before setting out

01483 860 777

The Villager is sponsored by

Simran’s

Your Local Independent Store
Here when you need us
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From the Rectory
It was suggested I use a version of my sermon at the Midnight Mass
on Christmas Eve as my article this time, so here it is!
A couple of days before Christmas I turned up at a church not far
away to see a colleague who had kindly agreed to hear my Advent
confession, only to discover that I’d got the time wrong. This was
especially embarrassing because one of the things I had to confess
was inconveniencing others by inattentively not writing down the
times of appointments or forgetting them entirely. Inattentiveness is a
reflection of the sin of Sloth, if you want to think of it like that. My
colleague concluded that the remedy lay in closer attention to the
moment: easier said than done, of course, like many good intentions
we have!
Coming into the presence of Christ is to encounter a different scale
of time. This is something which seems particularly dramatic at
Christmas, as we gather at a crib and imagine being there in that
familiar scene two millennia ago, but it’s always the case: the eternal
God comes among us and brings eternity into our time-bound
existence, changing our perspective.
As someone who studied and worked in history for many years I find
a long perspective helps, even if the main lesson we learn from
history is that nobody learns from history! More than one person has
asked me, with some anxiety, whether I think we will ever get through
the pandemic, and I say that I think Yes, we will, because we have

done so umpteen times in the past. What usually happens is that
novel diseases sweep across the world, or part of it, and they are
devastating when they first emerge. Pandemics never come to an end
because the disease is eradicated: human beings have only ever
managed to eradicate two diseases, smallpox and one type of polio.
Instead, waves happen again and again, and the typical pattern is that
the people who survive have built up enough resistance for the
sickness to become milder until society manages to recover. That’s
the historical context. But this time is different. This time, we’ve had
the ability to manage a different way, and we’ve chosen to do so: that
resistance isn’t being built up mainly through natural infection with all
its concomitant deaths, but through vaccination. We’ve chosen, as a
race, not just to let people die, but to take a vast economic and social
hit to protect the weakest among us. This really is progress, if you
like.
The spiritual lesson I drew on Christmas Eve was that we human
beings are only a blink in the sight of eternity; and yet, to God, we are
infinitely precious because of what we have the potential to be. Our
potential is to be a window into heaven, into God’s eternal nature, just
as Jesus is in the manger and throughout his earthly life. We begin to
be that when we pray, and when through prayer we learn to love. Our
reaction to this current pandemic, so different from past examples,
shows – sometimes – that love in action.
James - Rector

Something Old, and New
With so much uncertainty at the moment, it’s hard to plan anything
new at St John’s, but we have started one venture, a monthly online
celebration of Compline. While they were closed, many churches
experimented with putting services online, and despite not having
very sophisticated kit, we did so as well in a modest way. Although it
isn’t very practical at the moment to record or livestream most of our
services, we wanted to offer something that people can access
remotely and take part in from their own homes.
Compline is the Night Office of Prayer, first codified by St Benedict
in the 6th century for the use of his monks. It was said just before the
brothers retired for the night, and it finds a place in the modern
Anglican liturgy too. It’s a relatively brief, quiet, contemplative service
of prayer which varies very little from one occasion to the next so it’s
very easy to get used to. We are saying Compline in the Lady Chapel
at St John’s at 7.30pm on the second Sunday each month, with
everyone apart from the leader joining in over Zoom. Sometimes the
tech. offers challenges but we are gradually settling to it! A link and
an order of service goes on the church website each month (see
www.farncombe.org.uk/events). If you find it hard to get to church in
person, or are thinking about trying worship out, do join us and see.
On the subject of services, I will also describe Sunday Space which
we’ve just revived to replace our old Family Service on the first
Sunday each month. When I first arrived in Farncombe the Family
Service was intended to provide more child-centred worship than the
formal Parish Eucharist and about 55 people on average came
including a handful of children. By about 2014 that had reached about
100 including 20 or so children. Mysteriously over the next few years

The Villager is sponsored by

attendance fell dramatically and we got back to where we’d been in
2009, only with no children at all. There was clearly no point to a
Family Service with no families, so instead Sunday Space is a less
formal event centred on music, scripture, reflection and prayer.
Anyone can suggest a subject for us to think about and so far those
have included refugees, and families. You don’t need any special
churchy knowledge for Sunday Space or know when to stand up or sit
down!

K Shepherd & Son
T R E E

S U R G E O N S

ASK ABOUT OUR 10% OFF OFFER
CALL 01483 428956
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NEWS FROM
BINSCOMBE SURGERY

What a year we have had!

As we start 2022 it is hard to believe that the virus that has caused
such difficulties in our world was actually named after the year 2019
when it first emerged in China – it seems so long ago now! Our
relationship with the virus is changing so fast that it is hard to keep
up; there is more of it around at the moment than ever before and yet,
for the most part, it seems that we are managing to live with it. It has
certainly destroyed many Christmas plans and some people are sadly
still getting very poorly with it, but it is certainly not causing as much
severe illness as it did last year. Much of this will be due to the
vaccines, which means it is even more important to get vaccinated
this year than it was last year when the national lockdown was the
main way we were all protected from the virus. If anyone is short on
their vaccinations, they can just go to the centre at the park and ride
in Artington to be vaccinated – there is no need for an appointment at
the moment.
One of the particular impacts of covid has been that the experience
of being pregnant or having a baby has been so very different, and
difficult, over the last 20 months. Whether it has been concerns about
catching the virus while pregnant, early confusion about vaccinations
during pregnancy or your supportive midwife being that bit separated
from you by the need to wear PPE, having a baby has been uniquely
challenging in this time. Probably hardest of all has been the
separation from family during lockdown, with birth partners only
allowed to stay for a very short while during delivery and grandparents
being unable to visit, not to mention the limited access to a health
visitor and lack of opportunity to join other parents in toddler groups
that were obliged to close down when the country locked its doors.

We have been very aware of how hard this has been, and for this
reason have set up a meeting for any women who have been affected
by these issues and would like to be able to talk about their
experiences with others. We are planning a meeting on the 3rd
February for anyone who is interested. The details are on the news
feed of our website, with a form you can fill in if you would like to hear
more.
There have been exciting developments during 2021 for the
Farncombe Community Garden project which has been a dream of
ours for several years and is finally taking shape. Surrey County
Council has been very
supportive and is working with
us to lease an ideal piece of land
next to Broadwater Lodge care
home so that we can finally set
up a community garden in
Farncombe. We have a core
garden group that is now
meeting regularly to sort out
issues like the lease and
planning permission that must
be in place before we can put a
spade in the ground. We now
have a bank account and are applying for charitable status as well as
numerous grants to help get this ambitious project going. Watch this
space for updates!
Native orchid growing on the garden site. We will seek to preserve the
existing wildlife and encourage new species to the garden.
Dr Martin Brunet

WE’RE BACK

Kettle’s On!
We look forward to seeing you
all at our next meeting on
February 16th starting at 2.30pm.
There will be Afternoon Tea and a chance to relax,
catch up on what we've all been doing and to plan
our meetings for the year ahead.
Two years ago we were doing exactly that and our
plans were scuppered. One of the highlights should
have been VE Day. However, we have the Queen's
Platinum Jubilee in June to celebrate this year.
We will be following all the current guidelines.
Wear an extra layer as we will need to
ventilate the room and keep an eye open for posters
in case the situation changes and we need to
cancel last minute.

The Villager is sponsored by
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Having a party?
Need somewhere to hold
regular meetings
St.John’s Church Room is available for hire
For more details email: office@farncombe.org.uk

• Flower and interiors shop

Telephone: 01483 429339
or call in at 57a Farncombe Street GU7 3LR
www. flowersatnightingale.co.uk

• Hand tied bouquets

• House plants

• Flower jars

• Delivery

• All events including Wedding and Funeral flowers
• British grown flowers from local flower farms

instagram: @nightingalegodalming

Facebook: Nightingalegodalming

CALL IN AT 57a FARNCOMBE STREET OR VISIT OUR WEB SITE - flowersatnightingales.co.uk

The Villager is sponsored by
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FARMhOUSE PIzzA ARE ONE
OF OUR NEW AdvERtISERS
Owner Mohammad Gul – everyone calls him
‘Mustafa’ – spoke to the Rector

Mustafa comes from an Afghan background but thankfully none of his immediate
family live in Afghanistan now so they are spared the troubles of that country. He
lived in Epsom before coming to Farncombe in 2006, and until about 2000 worked in
the taxi business before switching to food and catering – a more settled line of work
to provide for his family, he decided. He took on Farmhouse Pizza in 2016. It’s a
franchise, but apart from the brand the individual owners control virtually everything
about the business. Now Mustafa has eight staff working in all, and a regular clientele
as well as supplying the hospital, Charterhouse, and some of the local care homes
from time to time. Community is important to Mustafa, both the community of the
business itself, and Farncombe as a whole.

All our Pizzas are
made using 100%
fresh dough!
ORDER ONLINE FOR
THE BEST DEALS
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
12noon - 11pm

BUY ONE PIZZA - GET ONE FREE
MONDAY-THURSDAY COLLECTION ORDERS ONLY
T&C apply - Excludes cheese & tomato and 18” pizzas.
Pizza must be the same size

www.farmhousepizza.net
01483 429 555
11 Farncombe Street GU7 3BA

MUSIC
SAVE THE DATE – Godalming College Benefit Concert in aid of music programme for St Marks School, Aarons
Hill, sponsored by the Dan Eley Foundation at St John’s Church, Farncombe on Wednesday 23rd March 2022
7pm for 7.30pm, tickets £10 or £5 for students. For more details please contact Carolyn Eley 07880 552343.

The Villager is sponsored by
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NEW BOOK RELEASE
Godalming's Admiral Balchen
and hMS victory

January 2022 sees the release of a new book about Godalming's hitherto virtually
unknown naval officer, Admiral Sir John Balchen, and his mighty 110-gun flagship, HMS
Victory, the predecessor of Horatio Nelson's famous warship at the Battle of Trafalgar.
Titled BALCHEN'S VICTORY - The Loss and Rediscovery of an Admiral and his Ship, the
book, written by Farncombe's own Alan M Smith after over five years of research, mainly
at the National Archives, Kew, and the
National Maritime Museum's Caird
Archives in Greenwich, tells the story of
the heroic life and career of John
Balchen and the history of his ship,
culminating in their loss, with over 1,100
men, in a violent storm in the English
Channel in 1744. Well illustrated with
many colour and mono plates as well as
several maps produced by David Holt,
also of Farncombe, the book explores
the legacy of the Admiral and his ship
whose tragic loss lay the foundations
for the glorious achievements of the
Royal Navy under Admirals Anson, Nelson, Howe, Hood and Boscawen amongst others.
While the 224-page hardback book is academic in nature, as its origins emanated from a
dissertation for Alan's Master's Degree in Naval History, it should be of general interest to the
people of Farncombe and Godalming where the name of the other, probably more famous
local mariner, John George 'Jack' Phillips of the ill-fated RMS Titanic, currently holds sway. Hopefully, this new book will bring Admiral Sir John
Balchen into greater recognition and even fame in his own place of birth. It is time for him to be rediscovered by us all.

The publishers, Seaforth Publishing, part of Pen & Sword Books Ltd, state: "This glorious man-and-ship
odyssey, whose intrinsic importance to naval history can now be recognised, is richly and compellingly told
in this important new book". ISBN: 9781399094122. RRP £25.00.

GARdENS ARE GOOd FOR YOU
We have all had times over the past 2 years when we felt fed
up and in need of something to cheer us up. For some,
gardening has been the answer but the reasons why it helps
can be a mystery. The new Hilltop Garden Science
development at Wisley Gardens has a fascinating exhibition
which explains why gardens and gardening can help us by
the effect on our senses such as sight, hearing, touch,
smell, space and movement. It explains scientifically why
such things as seeing different coloured flowers, smelling
different scents and feeling the fresh air blowing can
actually improve our mental and physical health. Even to
someone who struggled with science at school (me!) it is a
really interesting explanation of why gardening is good for
you. Not everyone has a garden but if you would like a
“taster” why not come along to the Quiet Garden Working
Party at St John’s Church on Saturday 29th January
between 9.30 and around 12.30 when we will be tidying the
borders, weeding, checking that plants are healthy and
generally enjoying the company. Of course, you could also
give yourself a special treat with a trip to Wisley and see the
science for yourself.
John

The Villager is sponsored by
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St John’s - Getting back to Normal
SATURDAY 8th JANUARY

Next Messy Church is on Saturday 12th March
at 3:00pm. It would be good to see you then.

We started the New Year by looking at the story of creation in the Bible. The
pandemic has forced many people to spend time isolating, hence missing
the wide variety of experiences in the outside world. Our activities covered
the stages in the 6 days of creation starting with a lantern to represent light coming into
the darkness. This was followed by the creation of sea and sky where a small jar had
some blue coloured water which was separated from the air above by a layer of clear oil.
With the top of the jar screwed on the jar could be shaken then placed on the table where
the water and air were separated again by the layer of oil which also reflected the light
very realistically. As an example of the creation of plants, the children did a flower
arrangement and the universe was represented by a collection of bright, glittering shapes.
Much fun was had with fish and birds being created in very assorted shapes whilst the
creation of animals and humans was represented on a collage of the children’s work.
The session was followed by a short service in church and then tea in the church room.
The children and their parents then took the handiwork home having had an enjoyable
time together.

our ToDDLEr GrouP

Christmas
party

Since we started up again in September, we have had a
constant number of parents and their children all booking
every week. By the week of the Christmas party, families
were getting a bit nervous, wanting to keep safe for their own
Christmas celebrations, so there were not many children.
After Toddler Praise, Father Christmas appeared in the
church and each child was given a present then we were
treated to a splendid tea .

In order to run these activities, lots of helpers are needed so if you feel like you
could help out sometimes, please let me know. Shirley Martin 424831

The Villager is sponsored by
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REGULAR SERVICES at ST JOHN’
SUNDAYS
8am
Holy Eucharist
8.45am Roman Catholic Mass
1st Sunday in the month, Sunday Space
10am
Other Sundays, Parish Eucharist
6.30pm 1st Sunday in the month, Sung Eucharist
7.30pm 2nd Sunday in the month, Compline over Zoom

TUESDAY
10.30am Holy Eucharist
FRIDAY
11.45am Last Friday in the month,
Toddler Praise
For all other information see our website: www.farncombe.org.uk

SAFEGUARDING at ST JOHN’S
SAFEGUARDING – Firstly, what does it
mean?
It means protecting a citizen’s health,
wellbeing and human rights enabling them
to live free from harm, abuse and neglect.
Then, what does it mean at St. John’s?
Well, we all like to believe that everything in
the world is rosy and our church is one big, happy family, but sadly
that is not always the case. We have a ‘duty of care’ to try to ensure
that everyone who comes under our roof feels safe and welcome.
I was appointed Safeguarding Officer at St. John’s back in the
Summer of 2021 and I am responsible for making sure that our
leaders complete training as required by the Diocese, which raises
their awareness on this subject and also oversee the necessary DBS
(Disclosure & Barring Service) checks which give added security
checks to make sure we have the right people for the right role. I am

also required to listen and refer on if necessary. I am not a judge, a
lawyer, a counsellor or have any connection with the police, I can
only help, guide and recommend.
So, what can you do to help?
Simply look, listen and be aware. Good old fashioned ‘gut feelings’
are often a great judge of right or wrong. If something doesn’t feel
quite right, it probably isn’t and may be worth investigating. If you
have a niggling concern, please report it to me in confidence and I in
turn will report it on to the Diocese if necessary. I can be contacted
by email on safeguarding@farncombe.org.uk or via the Church office
if you prefer to speak to me in person.
Sometimes, in my role as Safeguarding Officer, I may need to ask
you to complete some online training. This is not because we don’t
trust you or even have concerns about you, indeed everyone is
treated the same with an aim to promoting a safer culture in our
Church.
Julia Foster

Here’s to a safe, secure, happy & healthy 2022 at St. John’s.

FARNCOMBE C/E INFANTS
SCHOOL
Church Club at Farncombe First school started with 6 year one
pupils and is now up to our capacity of 12. One of the children
remembers doing craft at Toddler Group; its nice to get to know the
children following on from toddlers to Church club and Messy
Church. Children sign up for a term and the afternoon includes
refreshments, a Bible story, and a related craft and game.

PARISH REGISTER

In Memorial

We commend into God’s loving care those who have died;
May they rest in peace.

Joan Auriemma
Joyce Grabiec

Jim van Tassel

Valerie Lloyd

CRIB SERVICE DEC ‘21
2021 was a very different year in many ways, including of course the way our
services could be held. One of the highlights of Christmas Eve before the
pandemic was the Crib Service, with the church lit by candlelight, well-loved
carols to sing and readings which told the story of Christmas. This year there
were 3 smaller services to allow for safe distancing and it was encouraging to
see that they were well attended even though singing through masks does
have drawbacks.
During the service we had candles, the empty stable welcomed the special
visitors, we sang “Away in a manger” and heard the story of the first Christmas.
As James has mentioned on several occasions we hope that 2022 will see a
return to normality in our services as well as our life in the community in
general.

The Villager is sponsored by
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CHRISTMAS PARTIES
DOUBLE BOOKED
Christmas parties for the Godalming and Farncombe Mothers’
Union and another Farncombe social group called “Kettles on”
were combined as a result of a double booking for the Church
Room at St John’s.

The result was a very enjoyable afternoon. We sang carols,
accompagnied by David Jopson on the piano and several members
entertained us with seasonal readings. At the end of the afternoon
we were treated to a splendid tea, sherry and a raffle.

The afternoon was such a success that we are hoping to combine the two groups again.

Shirley

MONTY PYTHON’S SPAMALOT
Spring 2022 finds GTG back on stage with a riotous
musical that will have audiences rolling in the aisles.
Spamalot is an unashamedly, side-splitting comedy
full of misfit knights, killer rabbits, dancing nuns and
ferocious Frenchmen. Join King Arthur as he travels
with his hapless Knights of the Round Table on a
divine mission to locate the illusive Holy Grail - with
uproarious consequences.
Winner of a Tony Award for Best New Musical, the
hilarious Spamalot was written by Python legend Eric
Idle, with a fantastic Grammy Award winning score
co-written by John Du Prez.
This outrageous musical comedy, lovingly ripped off
from the film classic ‘Monty Python and the Holy
Grail’ is ‘spam-packed’ with show-stopping musical
numbers and will send you out of the theatre
whistling ……… `Always Look on the Bright Side of
Life.’
With just seven performances from 5th to 10th
April at the Ben Travers Theatre, Charterhouse,
Godalming book now gtguk.com
before the knights say Ni!

HECTOR’S

Voted BEST Sunday roast in Surrey by
readers of the Surrey Advertiser

ON THE WEY

Join us for Sunday Lunch and find out for yourself

We are open Wed to Sun 10am - 4pm
Outside of these hours we are
available for private parties for 10 - 40
people with various Menus available

Hector’s on the Wey
Farncombe Boat House
GU7 1NH
For bookings or more details

SURREY’S BEST KEPT SECRET
The Villager is sponsored by

lovingly

01483 418769
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Farncombe Day Centre
KEEPING THE VILLAGE ALIVE & WELL

WE ARE OPEN
Monday - Friday for lunches on a BOOKING ONLY BASIS
Please call Annette on 01483 426685 to book
We will be following Strict COVID guidelines
We have now taken over the Community Meal Service
(Meals on Wheels)

OUR DELICOUS TAKEAWAY BACON ROLLS
JUST £1.50 are available from 9.30am - 11am

Email: info@farncombedaycentre.org.uk
www.farncombedaycentre.org.uk

Award winning pies freshly made on the premises

• Aberdeen Angus beef • Plantation Pigs pork
• South Downs lamb • Rose veal
• Free range poultry • Game in season
• Bacon - Sausages - Burgers
• Home-made ready meals and desserts
• Home-made pies, sausage rolls and pasties
• Pates and cooked meats
• Cheese - Eggs - Accompaniments

IN-HOUSE & OUTSIDE CATERERS
Telephone: 01483 417557

41 Farncombe Street, Farncombe, Surrey GU7 3LH
info@wakelings.co.uk www.wakelings.co.uk

Traditional Family Butchers

FANCY A
HOG ROAST
FOR YOUR
SPECIAL EVENT
Call 01483 417557
4 FREE sausages
when you spend £10 or more
on production of this advertisement

10
S

RE
VI
EW

CO
RE

• Companionship • Meal preparation • Shopping • Transportation
• Help with correspondence • Medical appointments • Hospital Discharge
• Welcome Home and convalescence • Dementia/Alzheimer’s Care
• Respite Care • Holidays and overnights • Housekeeping and laundry
• Maintenance and repairs • Gardening • Pet Care

The Villager is sponsored by
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GRUB NEWS
Grub on Farncombe Station has now taken over the Ritual Coffee
business. The main factor in this expansion, aside from the amazing
coffee, was that the existing team all wanted to stay on and having them
by my side has been enormously important and contributes to our
success. We very much see ourselves as a community hub, and the
majority of our customers are local people, that we make amazing food
and drink just cements this. It’s been an amazing journey so far and we’re
looking forward to what the future brings.
We were recently awarded a Five Rating from the Food Standards Agency

BIG GROUP SING

We are happy to be supporting St. John’s Church
After another year of uncertainty there was always the worry that
Christmas 2021 might get cancelled like last year. However, when the local
Godalming Theatre Group pantomime was able to go ahead in midDecember hopes were raised that Christmas was really happening!
The Big Group Sing ‘Christmas Harmony’ Concert, performed at St
John’s Church on Thursday 23rd December really was the icing on the
cake! Over thirty singers raised the roof with their voices and enthusiasm,
thrilled to be performing live again after so long. The first half of this
fabulous evening gave the audience a taste of many popular songs,
musical theatre and more whilst the second act was dedicated to
Christmas songs of every genre, even offering the audience a chance to
join in with well-known carols.
The Big Group Sing is a community choir who meets weekly at St John’s
and offers keen singers the chance to learn, improve and sing with other
like-minded people.

TIME FOR A
SPRING CLEAN?

MAN FRIdAYS
HOUSE & GARAGE
CLEARANCE
NO JOB TOO BIG
OR TOO SMALL

CALL 01483 414636
OR 07799 196512

The Villager is sponsored by
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Slimming World NEWS
MEET THE CONSULTANT
Hi Everyone,
I’m Pauline, an award winning consultant with over 2 years’ experience in helping members achieve their weight loss dreams.
I’ve been a member myself for 4 years with Slimming World and I’m incredibly passionate about helping as many people
as I can to lose weight and feel amazing.
Slimming World has over 52 years’ experience in the psychology of slimming, and it’s embedded into everything we do it’s so much more than an eating plan!
The pandemic has been tough for so many reasons, and whatever choices you may have made around food and drink to
get you through - I promise there will never be any judgment here! Just warmth, support, encouragement to help you
understand yourself as a slimmer and unlock your potential to achieve your dreams and be Slim For Life!
To find out more call Pauline 07872 162842, or come along to St John’s Church Farncombe, Tuesdays at 9.30,
5.30 or 7pm. Wilfred Noyce Godalming Saturday 8.30 or 10am.
I can’t wait to meet you
#SWTasteTheFreedom

Tony Lloyd
Architectural Design Consultant
Thinking of extending or altering
your house or converting your loft?

St John's Church, Farncombe
TUESDAY
9.30am, 5.30 & 7.00pm
St John's Church, Farncombe

Plans prepared for Town Planning
and Building Regulation applications.
I also act as your Agent and deal
with the paperwork when
submitting Council applications.

your consultant
Pauline: 07872 162842

Free consultation service
Reasonable fees charged

email: pauline526@btinternet.com

Telephone 07967 277186 or 01483 414644
Email address: antonylloyd@btinternet.com

slimming world with pauline

MOT-£45.85 with this magazine
Great used cars, Service and MOT in Godalming
SHORTFIELD GARAGE MILL LANE GODALMING Tel: 01483 418770 www.shortfieldgarage.co.uk

SUPPORT OUR LOCAL SHOPS & BUSINESSES USE THEM OR LOSE THEM
The Villager is sponsored by
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WINTER GARDENING
I hope you were able to enjoy the mild weather over the holiday
period – not a snowflake in sight! Our gardens do seem to be
rather confused though, we have had primroses in flower since
November and some shrubs seem to enjoy flowering so much they
haven’t stopped. Although this time of year is traditionally used
for planning for the new seasons, there are still jobs to be done now.

Vegetables When you have decided which crops to grow, now is a
good time to get the seeds or make a note for an appropriate date to get
plants from a nursery or garden centre if space is limited. If you like early
crops of peas and broad beans, they can be sown outdoors now.
Fruit Plant new trees and bushes when conditions are suitable and
apply fertiliser to established strawberries, raspberries and fruit bushes.
Lawns Try to avoid walking on the lawn when it is wet as it will
compress the soil and hinder growth. If possible, aerate the lawn with a
garden fork to reduce compaction and improve drainage.
General This is a good time to check over the garden machinery and
tools. Mowers will need a good clean, sharpen and adjustment,
especially cylinder mowers. If you have a rotary mower (where the blade
spins horizontally underneath) be aware when sharpening it that both
ends must be done equally to keep it balanced as it spins and if it is
bent, perhaps from hitting a stone, it is safer to fit a new one. Of course,
with the move to re-naturing our gardens, mowing will need to be done
less often. Hand tools, especially secateurs and shears, also need
cleaning and sharpening – the difference is very satisfying!
I hope you enjoy the preparations for the new gardening year and
have very satisfying results. Don’t forget that we are hoping to
have the Village Show in August – something to look forward to!
John

The Local Supermarket

WE ARE OPEN
MONDAY - SATURDAY 6.00 - 23.00
SUNDAY 6.30 - 22.30

for

• FRESH FRUIT & VEG • GROCERIES
• FROZEN • DIY • CONFECTIONERY
• TOYS • OFF LICENCE

FREE BREAD & MILK
when you spend £20 or more in store
Simply bring this Voucher with you to claim this offer
EXCLUDES PAYPOINT, LOTTERY & CIGARETTES
ONE VOUCHER PER HOUSEHOLD

Our local shops bring us a lot of benefits and at The local
Supermarket in Green Lane you can be sure of cheerful and helpful
service – and you often meet friends too. Older residents of
Farncombe and Binscombe will remember the shop under several
different brand names and it is always useful to have a store which

is open long hours each day and has such a wide range of stock – I
even spotted some handy hardware items which could be very
useful. When you go for your daily exercise why not put a shopping
bag in your pocket and treat yourself to some retail therapy on the
way home?

40 GREEN LANE, FARNCOMBE GU7 3ST

TEL: 01483 423257

SUPPORT OUR LOCAL SHOPS & BUSINESSES USE THEM OR LOSE THEM

The Villager is sponsored by

Simran’s

Your Local Independent Store
Here when you need us
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BYGONE FARNCOMBE Downes
THE MANOR OF
FARNCOMBE

by Clive

The original Manor House of Farncombe was situated in what is now
Lower Manor Road, in what was for centuries just a short track leading
to its house and gardens. By the time that the Tithe Map of Farncombe
was drawn up in 1844, the property was in the hands of William
Sanders Robinson and Mary Dill Lane. When sold in August 1850, it
consisted of “a principally brick-built house containing several sleeping
apartments, living rooms and offices, with a partly walled orchard and
yard, with barn, stables, and outbuildings, farm yard, garden and pond
(now filled in)”.
The Estate was put up for sale in 1850 with an advertisement for the
sale of land of the Manor of Farncombe, was placed in the “Sussex
Agricultural Express” for the 17th August 1850 and was sold at
“Garraways Coffee House” at Change Alley, Cornhill, London. The
estate was split into twelve Lots, advertised as building land
comprising of a total of “nearly two-hundred acres”. The Bailiffe’s
cottage was occupied at the time by James Moon, who had apparently
been in residence for many years.
The size of the estate had obviously dropped considerably since
Saxon times, when it had been assessed at three-hundred and fifty
acres, but by the Domesday Survey in 1086, it was described as twohundred acres. In 1784 the Manor had been described as comprising of
“ . . . three messuages, six gardens, a hundred and seventy acres of
land, twenty acres of meadow, eighty acres of pasture and common or
pasture for all cattle, with appurtenances in Farncombe, Godalming,

and Cranley . . . “ (Percy Woods Collection, Volume 5, at Godalming
Library Museum). Some of the land may have been acquired by
Llanaway Farm at the bottom of Hare Lane, the land which adjoined
that of Farncombe Manor. Llanaway’s farmland consisted of in the
region of thirty acres, which, together with the one-hundred and
seventy acres, would account for the two-hundred acres mentioned in
the Domesday Survey. Much of the land of the Farncombe Manor
Estate was purchased in 1850 by a business consortium led by John
Morland of Croydon, and Conrad Wilkinson of Beckenham, Kent, to be
joined later by the local businessman, George Marshall of Broadwater.
The land that they purchased was then split up into one-hundred and
eighty-six Lots, with roads laid out by them (as they are today), laying
the foundation for much of modern day Farncombe and its rapid
expansion in the twentieth century. Thomas Morland and Conrad
Wilkinson were part of an organisation called “The British Freehold
Land Society”, and shortly after they acquired the Farncombe Manor
House it was demolished and the road leading into it became Manor
Road (later called Lower Manor Road), which was widened and
extended to join a new road called Marshall Road. A swathe of land
was sold off to the “London and South Western Railway Company” to
allow access to a new railway station for Godalming at the junction of
Meadrow, Chalk Road and Bridge Road on the edge of Godalming, and
Marshall Road followed the line of the railway to its terminus.
The Manor Rights were purchased by Mrs. Sarah Marshall of
Broadwater, but little evidence of the Manor House remains, although a
nearby housing plot off Marshall Road called “The Gardens” is a
reminder that part of the estate still exists, as did the yard and
buildings once known as “Smith’s Yard” but is now called “Stoneyard”
in St. John’s Street.

LOWER MANOR ROAD

R.I.BROWN

Men’s Hairdresser

28a St.John’s Street
Tel: 01483 421353

OPEN: Tues, Thurs & Fri 8.30 -5.30 Sat 8.00 - 4.30 Appointments on Wednesday Closed Sun & Mon
The Villager is sponsored by

K Shepherd & Son
T R E E

S U R G E O N S

FOR A FREE QUOTE
PLEASE CALL 01483 428956
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Congratulations to the Year 7
Broadwater School hockey team who
played brilliantly in their first official
tournament against RGS boys.
Despite the snow, they secured a 0-0
draw and a 3-1 win in their two games.
Particular well done to Noah who
scored a hat trick on his birthday! We
are incredibly proud of the whole team
for their commitment and hard work.
#byincrementsconquer

BROADWATER SCHOOL JOB VACANCY
Come and join our fantastic team at Broadwater School! We have a Teaching Assistant
vacancy (closing date 31st January) and would love to receive your application!
Please visit our website
(https://www.broadwater.surrey.sch.uk/page/?title=Staff+Vacancies&pid=10) to read
more about this role. Within our website vacancies are listed across the Greenshaw
Learning Trust Academy. Please narrow your search to "Broadwater" and register to
apply. If you require assistance, please contact Karen Carling on 01483 414516.

St.JOHN’S PARISH CHURCH 2022

SPRING FAIR
WILL BE HELD AT

St.JOHN’S PARISH CHURCH
St. JOHN’S STREET FARNCOMBE
(NOT IN THE BURYS FIELD)

SATURDAY 7th MAY
If you would like to take part please contact Jane Jopson: janejopson@gmail.com or call 01483 429962.
The Villager is sponsored by

FARNCOMBE POST OFFICE - WE ARE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
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FOR SALE
Farncombe Garden
• Sunny central south facing position
• Suitable for garden, allotment
or play area
• Located between Farncombe Street
and Nightingale Rd
• Approxamately 17m x 11m
• Dry shed with tools

Offers
Contact: Steven 0755 33 77871
steven.walker@stgmed.com

REMAINS
OPEN UNDER
STRICT
GOVERNMENT
GUIDELINES

KAREN REGAN DIPFHP MCFHP MAFHP

GODALMING THERAPY
Confidential, non-judgemental counselling and
psychotherapy for adults and teenagers.

JOSEPHINE LOFTHOUSE, MA, MBACP
07852 228 455 jo@godalmingtherapy.co.uk
Are you feeling lost, stuck or down?
Don’t struggle alone. Counselling can be
life changing: contact me to find out more.

MOBILE FOOT HEALTH PROFESSIONAL
WWW.HEARTANDSOLE.SITE
07776 309567
KEEPING YOUR FEET HAPPY & HEALTHY

www.godalmingtherapy.co.uk

• BUILDING CONSERVATION
• CONSTRUCTION &
HARD LANDSCAPING

This Month’s
Mystery Photo
is?

W.j.GRIFFIthS
Looking after Farncombe & Godalming’s
Heritage for over 25 years

Telephone: 07887 916497

The answer is on
page 19

Email: billgriffithsconstruction@hotmail.co.uk
Website: wjgriffithsconstruction.co.uk

THANK YOU

FOR BUYING THE FARNCOMBE
CALENDAR 2022
Now we are getting used to having three ‘2’s in the year I hope you are enjoying the
calendar. Despite the problems of the pandemic, sales have been most encouraging
and £600 has been raised towards the maintenance of the Quiet Garden. Thank you
very much to all who bought a copy this year, hopefully 2023 will see a further
John
selection of views around the village.

The Villager is sponsored by

K Shepherd & Son
T R E E

S U R G E O N S

ASK ABOUT OUR 10% OFF OFFER
CALL 01483 428956
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A message from Julian....
Following a successful Autumn of shows in
Haslemere and a sold out return to Farncombe by
Fleetwood Bac in early January, hopefully more
people will be returning to venues to enjoy live music
again in 2022. You can show your support for live
music by buying tickets early in the knowledge that if
a show or tour is cancelled for whatever reason your
money will be refunded.

Friday 28th January

Thursday 10th February

ULTIMATE ELTON
& The Rocket Band

TOYAH

@ HASLEMERE HALL

Electric
Acoustic
Tour

@ HASLEMERE HALL
Some tribute artists look like their idol, some
sound like their idol. Paul Bacon as Sir Elton John
does both! Close your eyes and you won’t believe
your ears, open your eyes and you won’t believe
them either! You simply won’t find a closer tribute
to Sir Elton John. Rapidly established as the
foremost Elton John tribute act in the UK,
ULTIMATE ELTON AND THE ROCKET BAND
present an uncannily accurate reproduction of
the classic live shows of one of pop music’s most
successful and best-loved artists - performances
that also often feature some of Elton’s actual
costumes, bought from his ‘Out the Closet’ sales!
The band draw on an amazing catalogue of hits
to create a dynamic and powerful live celebration
of Elton’s music.

From punk princess to cult stage actress to high
priestess of TV, TOYAH WILLCOX is a uniquely
gifted performer and an inextinguishable flame.
Charismatic, outspoken and impossible to
categorise, she is one of Britain's iconic
household names - an award-winning rock
legend as well as a much-loved stage/screen
actress and music composer. In a career
spanning over 40 years Toyah has amassed
thirteen top 40 singles, recorded twenty-four
albums, written two books, appeared in over forty
stage plays, acted in twenty feature films and
presented hundreds of television programmes.
The show will feature classic songs from her
back catalogue and new songs from her latest
album "Posh Pop".

Tickets: £22 + booking fee. Show starts
@ 8.00pm (doors and bar open from 7.00pm)
Box office: 01428 642161

Tickets: £22 + booking fee. Show starts
@ 8.00pm (doors and bar open from 7.00pm)
Box office: 01428 642161

Friday 11th February

@ ST JOHN’S FARNCOMNE
Ray Cooper is an acoustic singer songwriter and
multi-instrumentalist, he accompanies his songs
with a cello, mandolin, guitar and piano, each
song comes with a story, and Ray has a lot of
stories. Ray started to play in bands when he was
16. By the time he joined the 3 Mustaphas 3 in
1982, he was already an experienced session
musician. He had been moving between rock,
punk, pop and world music, and working as a
singer, bass guitar player and cellist, before he
finally hooked up with Oysterband and began a
long exploration into his own roots. Despite their
success, Ray decided to go solo in 2013 and has
since carved out a successful career, recording
four solo albums and touring extensively. His
fourth album Land of Heroes released in April
2021 follows the question who today’s heroes are.
Tickets: £15 + booking fee. Show starts
@ 7.45pm (doors and bar open from 7.00pm)

Tickets for Farncombe shows are only
available from www.wegottickets.com/julianlewrymusic
Tickets for Haslemere shows are available
from www.haslemerehall.co.uk and www.wegottickets.com/julianlewrymusic
Existing ticketholders or anyone seeking more information should contact Julian Lewry
julianlewrymusic@aol.com .
To keep up to date with news please see www.julianlewrymusic.com
and Facebook pages Julian Lewry Music or Farncombe Music Club .

The Villager is sponsored by

Simran’s

SUPPORT
LIVE
MUSIC

Your Local Independent Store
Here when you need us
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FUTURE SHOWS PLANNED FOR 2022
INCLUDE THESE EXCITING ACTS
Friday 4th March - Curved Air - Haslemere
Friday 25th March - Simply Dan (Steely Dan tribute) - Farncombe
Friday 8th April - Carl Palmer's ELP Legacy - Haslemere
Wednesday 18th May - Dean Friedman - Farncombe
Saturday 21st May - Earl Slick Band - Haslemere
Friday 30th September - On The Run (Pink Floyd tribute) - Farncombe
Friday 21st October - The Alter Eagles (Eagles tribute) - Farncombe
Friday 4th November - Jo Harman & Mike Farris - Haslemere
Friday 18th November - Oye Santana (Santana tribute) - Farncombe

The Mystery photo is - Binscombe Farmhouse

VILLAGES
HANDYMAN
SERVICE
Tel: 07766 078493
Email:villageshandyman@outlook.com

All elements of domestic household
maintenance undertaken:
professional diligent local handyman.
Hourly rates and fixed prices available.
Design and consultation work available.
No job too small. Please call or email Nick
to arrange a consultation or site visit.

USEFUL NUMBERS
• Boots Chemists (Farncombe) 01483 416115 • Kamsons (the chemist by The Mill Surgery) 01483 420002
• The Mill Surgery 01483 239903 • Binscombe Chemist (at the Binscombe Surgery) 01483 415151
• Binscombe Surgery 01483 415115
• Waverley Coronavirus advice number (for help and volunteer coordination) 0300 200 1008
Farncombe and Binscombe Good Neighbours (for transport to essential appointments) 07531 888398
(phone between 10am and 12noon Monday to Friday) • The Samaritans 0808 1640123

The Villager is printed by Royal British Legion Industries
who support disability and veterans’ employment in Surrey
The RBLI are proud to be working with St. John’s
For all your print needs call 01372 389940 print@rbli.co.uk

THE SPRING EDITION 2022 OF THE VILLAGER WILL BE PUBLISHED ON THE 11th MARCH 2022
COPY DEADLINE 23 FEBRUARY 2022
For articles and editorial please email: davidholtstudios@btconnect.com
If you would like details about advertising in The Villager please email David Preston at: djpreston@bcs.org.uk

The Villager is sponsored by

K Shepherd & Son
T R E E

S U R G E O N S

ASK ABOUT OUR 10% OFF OFFER
CALL 01483 428956
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IN THE CLOUD WE TRUST
I have noticed, that a lot of my customers don’t use cloud
storage because they can’t decide which cloud to use or they
don’t trust any. Cloud storage has been around for years and
has proven to be very reliable. At the beginning of the cloud
revolution, some companies went bust or got rid of unlimited
storage they sold their customers, replacing it with limited
storage. Now cloud storage is much more stable and big
companies are very generous with the cloud storage they
offer their clients. If you got Microsoft Office 365 Family, you
get up to 6 users with 1TB of storage each, already included.
Amazon Prime members get unlimited full-resolution photo storage. Google and DropBox offer small amounts of storage for
free, with paid subscriptions for more storage. If you need to save a lot of data, you can look at iDrive, currently running a
limited offer - 10TB for £3 for the first year with support for unlimited devices.
It is much more practical to configure your new laptop to save your pictures and documents to the cloud, rather than relying
on plugging an external hard drive and running backups on a regular basis.
Igor Dalavourak (MSc) – Primo Computers (01483 860 777)

PRIMO COMPUTERS DATA RECOVERY SERVICE From £29.99 - No Data Recovered - No Fee
• Accidental Deletion or Formatting • Unlocking Password Protected Drives • Damaged Drives

Simran’s
Post Office & Convenience Store
‘Your Local Independent Store’
‘Here when you need us’
Monday-Saturday 5.30am - 8.00pm
Sunday 5.30am - 1.00pm
• Local Post Office
• Stationery
•News Delivery
•Seasonal Gifts
•Groceries & Essentials
• Beer Wines & Spirits
• Shopping Delivery Service
• External 24 Hour ATM

OUR POST OFFICE IS OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
20 Farncombe Street Godalming Surrey GU7 3LH
Telephone: 01483 422373

St. JOHN’S PARISH CHURCH FARNCOMBE GU7 3EJ
Contacts: James Rattue, Rector - tel 860709;
Parish Office: open 10am - 6pm Mon & 2.30 - 5.30pm Wed - tel 426353
email: office@farncombe.org.uk website: www.farncombe.org.uk

Artwork for The Villager by David Holt Studios Tel: 01483 416611 email: davidholtstudios@btconnect.com

