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FarncombeVillager
ST JOHN’S PARISH CHURCH

MEET THE AUTHOR OF...

THE GREAT POST
OFFICE SCANDAL

NICK WALLIS

The fight to expose a multimillion pound IT disaster which put innocent people in jail
At

St John’s Church
Farncombe

18 March 2022
7.30pm - 9.30pm
TICKETS
£10 includes a glass of wine
£5 (pension discount)
includes a glass ot wine
£25 includes a signed
copy of the book (worth £25)
and a glass of wine

In 2017, the tail end of the greatest miscarriage of justice in British
history struck at the core of Farncombe, devestating the life of our
former Sub-Postermaster Chirag Sidhpura and his family.
Chirag was accused of stealing £57,000 on account of a faulty IT
system, just as post office Directors were gearing up to fight 555 exSub-Postmasters at the High Court.
These were innocent men and women who had faced a smilar fate to
Chirag; some were convicted, bankrupted, imprisoned; others lost
homes, marriages, their sanity or their lives.
This extraordinary saga has been followed by award-winning
journalist, Nick Wallis (Panorama, Private Eye), culimating in his newly
published ‘The Great Post Office Scandal’ in which Chirag features.
The fight for justice goes on as Farncombe’s ex-Sub-Postmaster and
thousands of others refuse to be defeated by forces which are
powerful, state-funded and will go to almost any means to avoid
exposure...
10% of ‘The Great Post `Office Scandal’ proceeds go to a charitable
fund to help affected Sub-Postmasters.
https://www.horizonscandalfund.org
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Godalming’s Local Independent
Agent Celebrating over 25 years
successfully selling!
Property to sell in Godalming
or the Villages?

to avoid disappointment please phone me
first before setting out

01483 860 777
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• Companionship • Meal preparation • Shopping • Transportation
• Help with correspondence • Medical appointments • Hospital Discharge
• Welcome Home and convalescence • Dementia/Alzheimer’s Care
• Respite Care • Holidays and overnights • Housekeeping and laundry
• Maintenance and repairs • Gardening • Pet Care

The Villager is sponsored by

Simran’s

Your Local Independent Store
Here when you need us

Page 3

The Villager

From the Rectory
By the time you read this the war in the Ukraine may have gone in any
number of directions but my thoughts shared with the congregation
this morning, at the end of February, will still be relevant whatever
happens, and it gives me a chance to share a little history, which I
always enjoy.
Outside the Kremlin in Moscow is a gigantic statue. It shows Prince
Vladimir of the Rus, essentially a tenth-century Viking warlord who got
lucky and married the Byzantine Emperor’s sister. His baptism in the
river at what is now Kyiv in Ukraine in 988 is traditionally regarded as
the very beginning of the Russian state. Vladimir is a saint of the
Orthodox Church, but he doesn’t have a completely unblemished
record. Having been baptised a Christian, he wanted his people to be
too and was most reluctant to take No for an answer. It was a violent
time.
The statue isn’t old. It was erected in 2015 and ceremonially ‘opened’
(you can’t say ‘unveiled’, it was too big to be veiled in the first place)
on National Unity Day, an old Soviet-era holiday which Mr Putin has
revived. You can see what’s going on here: it’s a very emphatic
statement that Ukraine and Russia are, by rights, one united country,
and that Prince Vladimir started it all. You can tell a lot about how a
nation feels about its identity by the people it chooses to memorialise.
Mr Putin described his aim in invading Ukraine as ‘de-Nazifying’ it.

Over recent years the Ukrainians have been putting up statues of their
own to some very dubious figures involved in their nationalist
movement in the 1940s, so you can see where he gets this from even
if it’s massively overstated. It’s a reminder that for centuries the
Russians have seen themselves as standing alone against an enemy
that wants to destroy them, whether that enemy is the Turks, the
Nazis, or the capitalist West. It’s their overarching national story.
As nations, and as individual people, our pasts all contain things to
celebrate and things to deplore. They all have contradictions,
ambiguities, things we have forgotten, and things we would rather
forget. The stories we tell ourselves about who we are – whether
countries or individuals – all too often gloss over uncomfortable truths
and justify our actions in terms of what others did to us. If we’re
honest, we know we don’t have a ‘story’, just ‘events’.
Christians believe that God doesn’t go along with any of this.
Instead he presents us with his own narrative, the life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. In him we have to face the truth, that
when absolute goodness came into the world we rejected it and tried
to blot it out, but that it could not be, and instead turned pain and
sorrow into the means of forgiveness. As we move through Lent
towards Easter, we strive to walk with that one true story, knowing
that we find hope and freedom nowhere else. James - Rector

Confirmation – A Changing Part of Christian Life
In September, all being well, St Peter & St Paul’s Church in
Godalming will host a confirmation service for the Godalming Deanery,
the churches of this area. It would be good to take some Farncombe
parishioners there, so I thought I would start by explaining what it’s about.
Confirmation gives someone a chance to make for themselves the
promises made for them when they were christened as small children,
if that’s what happened. The pattern used to be that people did not
take communion in church until they were confirmed, and had made
those promises. Over the last few decades, this has been less the
case, as many parishes now admit people to communion provided
they are baptised.
This has meant many fewer people are confirmed. Looking at the
oldest confirmation register we still have in the church, I see that the
first batch of confirmands – people being confirmed – in 1959 included
47 people, of whom all but 7 were teenagers and the great majority
in their early teens. There would have been several confirmation
services in the area each year, too. In contrast, I have only seen
a
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dozen people through the process in my twelve years here in
Farncombe, and of them only one was a teenager. Confirmation now
tends to be an ‘adult rite of commitment’, and sometimes happens
when people discover they weren’t baptised as a small child.
We have hosted two confirmation services at St John’s during my
time here. I well remember the first when Bishop Christopher choked
partway through and almost lost his voice – a bit of a disaster as only
a bishop can confirm people, so no one could step in for him and he
had to get through it somehow! I asked a couple of our recent
confirmands how it had been for them. Daniel was baptised at the
same time as being confirmed, at St Michael’s Sheerwater: "I chose
to get baptised and confirmed because it was a public acceptance of
God's gift of forgiveness through Jesus. I feel it is an important part of
all Christians’ journey in faith and it represents an inner spiritual
transformation to accepting and following Christ and his calling on
our lives. I was very grateful to James and the whole team who guided
me through preparation for this service and it meant a lot to me to
have friends and family in attendance. Following my confirmation I
was led to new opportunities to serve God which have greatly blessed
me and I hope others."
Elizabeth went to Busbridge church for her confirmation:
"I felt that being confirmed would further my faith and strengthen my
relationship with God and the church. It was a very uplifting
experience being able to share my faith with family and friends that
came to support me and also with the other confirmands. Having
been confirmed I felt even more connected to the church. It also gave
me confidence to take communion for the first time and to spread the
word of God out in the community and beyond."
So I would be delighted to speak to anyone who might want to find
out more. Full preparation is given – and tailor-made, as everyone is
different and I’ve never used quite the same details twice!

K Shepherd & Son
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NEWS FROM
BINSCOMBE SURGERY

Garden plans are GO!

The most exciting news from the practice this month is that our
long-held dream of setting up a community garden in Farncombe
is finally within touching distance! We have had fantastic support
from Surrey County Council and they have now issued us with a
‘Statement of intent’ to lease the land to us, which is really
helpful for our application for charitable status as well as grant
applications. Even more significantly, we have just signed a
‘Tenancy at Will’ document, which means that from Monday 7th
March we will have the legal occupancy of the site and can start
gardening! We will have some limitations on what we can do until
we get planning approval, but we are certainly at the stage where
we can get going!
For this reason, we would like to invite all the community to a
public meeting on Sunday 20th March at 3pm at Farncombe
Wanderers’ Cricket club (the club is on Summers road and is
right next to the Leisure centre – not the other cricket club at the
other end of the green!) At the meeting we will present the latest
updates about the project, have plenty of time for questions and
be looking to connect with volunteers who would like to help us
develop the project. The cricket club is just across the road from
the garden site so we will also take the opportunity to visit the
site – do bring suitable footwear as it could be wet, and the
ground is uneven. The meeting is open to anyone who would like
to hear more or to get involved – so do come if you can.
As we emerge from the pandemic it is clear that there will be a
legacy of the effects of lockdown. This will be different for each
of us, but there will also be shared experiences where others will

know what we have
been through as they
have been similarly
affected. Sharing with
someone who truly
understands can be a
very healing process
and we have seen
this in action lately
when we met with a
group of women who had given birth during the pandemic. These
were truly powerful meetings where women were able to talk
about what it was like to give birth at the height of the pandemic,
with the severe restrictions that were in place in hospital, and
social gathering was almost entirely forbidden once they got
home. There is something inherently social about having a baby
and we expect to be able to share this important moment in our
lives with family and friends – and we need their help at a time
when we can be at our most vulnerable. It was very moving to
hear the stories of women who had been denied this and to allow
them to find their voice with other women who understood what
they had been through. While talking with others does not undo
everything that has happened, it can be remarkable how healing
a simple conversation can be, and all of us would do well to
keep talking to each other as we learn how to socialise with each
other once again – maybe that is why this is just the time to be
creating a community garden!
Dr Martin Brunet

Kettle’s On!
• Has Covid left you feeling isolated?
• Are you a carer? • Are you living alone?
• Have you lost your confidence?
• How is your mental well-being?

April 6th May 4th June 1st July 6th

The Villager is sponsored by

St John’s Church Farncombe will open its doors to welcome
you for an afternoon with conversation, a friendly listening
ear plus much more.
• Carers, bring your loved ones, those with dementia especially
welcome and enjoy company in a safe environment.
• Need help with new information? We can help.
• Feeling low? Feeling the odd one out? Feeling lonely?
You will always be welcome to chat with our listeners,
confidentiality assured.
• We are open to those of all Faiths and those who have None.
• We have a bottomless teapot with proper english afternoon
tea and refreshments - so please come!
• £2 optional donation
Next dates • March 16th • April 20th • May 19th from 2pm - 4pm

FARNCOMBE POST OFFICE - WE ARE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
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Having a party?
Need somewhere to hold
regular meetings
St.John’s Church Room is available for hire
For more details email: office@farncombe.org.uk

2 CHALK ROAD
GODALMING

01483 416980
OPENING TIMES
Monday - Friday
8.00am - 5.00pm
Saturday 8.00am - 12 noon

• Flower and interiors shop

Telephone: 01483 429339
or call in at 57a Farncombe Street GU7 3LR
www. flowersatnightingale.co.uk

• Hand tied bouquets

• House plants

• Flower jars

• Delivery

• All events including Wedding and Funeral flowers
• British grown flowers from local flower farms

instagram: @nightingalegodalming

Facebook: Nightingalegodalming

COME IN AND SEE OUR GREAT MOTHER’S DAY & EASTER GIFTS

The Villager is sponsored by
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LOCAL GIFTS THAT GIVE BACK
We have a new, exciting gift shop in town – well, not in town
exactly, a new shop online – however the business is based here in
Farncombe! Sensiful specialises in making shopping for perfect,
local gifts easy. Sensiful has recently been set up by Jess Bagnall
who has lived in the area for most of her life. She wanted to give
local people an easy way to shop for thoughtful and unique gifts
that are all made or designed in Surrey.
The gifts are curated into gift boxes which are then lovingly
wrapped and sent with a hand-written note straight to a loved one
(or to the buyer, if preferred). The gifts are all chosen to fill up the

senses, hence the name Sensiful - there are wonderful tastes and
sumptuous smells as well as looking very lovely. They are already
spreading much joy.
For every box purchased, Sensiful will donate 50p to two local
charities – Shooting Star Children’s Hospices and The Fountain
Centre. The Fountain Centre supports local people affected by
cancer. Jess herself was diagnosed with breast cancer in May
2019, and this is her way of giving back to those that supported her
during her long course of treatment and beyond. So a purchase
from Sensiful will bring delight to a loved one, support many local,
small businesses and help raise money for good local causes.
There’s a fabulous range of gift boxes and something for
everyone and for many occasions.

Remember to visit www.sensiful.co.uk next time you want
to buy a gift and with Mother’s Day and Easter just around
the corner, what are you waiting for?

All our Pizzas are
made using 100%
fresh dough!
ORDER ONLINE FOR
THE BEST DEALS
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
12noon - 11pm

BUY ONE PIZZA - GET ONE FREE
MONDAY-THURSDAY COLLECTION ORDERS ONLY
T&C apply - Excludes cheese & tomato and 18” pizzas.
Pizza must be the same size

www.farmhousepizza.net
01483 429 555
11 Farncombe Street GU7 3BA

R.I.BROWN

Men’s Hairdresser

28a St.John’s Street
Tel: 01483 421353

OPEN: Tues, Thurs & Fri 8.30 -5.30 Sat 8.00 - 4.30 Appointments on Wednesday Closed Sun & Mon
The Villager is sponsored by

FARNCOMBE POST OFFICE - WE ARE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
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FARNCOMBE
VILLAGE
SHOW
St JOHN’S CHURCH ROOM - SATURDAY 20th AUGUST ‘22
• FLOWERS • POT PLANTS • FLOWER ARRANGEMENTS • HOME MADE PRODUCE • FRUIT • VEGETABLES • HANDICRAFTS • CHILDREN’S SECTION

Growing forward!
Spring is definitely on its way and it is time to start planting. All being
well we will hold our Village Show at St John’s this year on Saturday
20th August.
The Village Show made a welcome return last year after a twoyear break and planning is now underway for 2022. We hope there
will be an even better crop of entries this time around. Last year we
had over 60 different categories for fruit, vegetables, flowers, house
plants, cakes, jams, handicrafts and photography with 269 individual
entries on display. As usual, rosettes and cups were awarded at the
end of the afternoon. It was a great community event.
It’s the time of year when gardeners start to think about what to
plant for this coming season and we’d love to have even more entries
and an even better display of local gardening, baking and crafts.
There’s a huge amount of talent and expertise in Farncombe! If
you’ve never entered before then please do it this year!
Brochures detailing the varied classes will be available in Church,
and in local shops and businesses nearer the time. If you have
any suggestions or would like to help in any way, please email:
judithsmith232@gmail.com

2021 CUP WINNERS
Celia Ellis won the cup for the greatest number of points
awarded and Colin Bowbrick won the cup for best in show
for his Gothic Windsor chair

GODALMING
CHORAL
SOCIETY
For their first concert of 2022 they are looking forward to presenting
you with what is considered by some to be the greatest pastoral opera
ever composed - Handel's Acis and Galatea. It's fun to rehearse so will
hopefully be entertaining to watch!
The concert will be on Saturday 26th March at The Hall,
Charterhouse, Godalming starting at 7.30pm. Tickets are £20, including
a glass of wine or two soft drinks, and £16, without. Free, with a soft
drink, for under 18s.

The Villager is sponsored by

They are also holding a joint Gala Concert with the Godalming Band, at
Charterhouse, on Saturday 4th June. It will feature a varied programme
with the theme 'Crown and Country'.
Then, on the afternoon of Saturday 2nd July, at St John's Church,
Farncombe, there will be a community-involving event, titled 'Singing for
Fun', giving the opportunity for spirit-lifting singing.
For details, www.godalmingchoral.org.uk or e-mail
secretary@godalmingchoral.org.uk

K Shepherd & Son
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ASK ABOUT OUR 10% OFF OFFER
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Page 8

The Villager

MARVELLOUS MESSY CHURCH MUNCHIES
Have you heard - Messy Church is having a little upgrade.
We are still having our popular, family craft activities, followed by a
short church service but are going to try other options to our usual
sit-down afternoon tea.
Our next Messy Church at St. John's is taking place on 12th March
from 3.00 - 5.00pm with the theme of 'Fruits of the Spirit'. There will be some
fantastic themed activities including a couple of challenges for the older children
and even the parents who are up for a challenge! This time we will be serving hot
dogs (with a vegetarian alternative) and jelly and cakes.
Fear not though, we know how much you love a traditional afternoon tea, so we
will still offer this from time to time, but thought it was about time for an occasional
change. However, we are open to any new ideas and suggestions you may have for
how we can improve the Messy Church experience and always welcome new
helpers who can assist our regular team.
We hope to see you on 12th March, but if you are unable to make this date,
the next one will be on 12th May.

our ToDDLEr GrouP
FRIDAY FUN
Our Friday toddler group is very successful and the
children who were very shy after the lockdown when we
first reopened in the autumn are gaining their
independence.
We have ended our booking policy as numbers have
settled down to a comfortable level. The mums that come
with their children are very keen to help clear up and we
contiue to be very grateful to Ray who usually sets
everything up for us.
It is good to have a few older members in our team as
we are able to support the mums and be on the look out
for any problems that we can help with.

In order to run these activities, lots of helpers are needed so if you feel like you
could help out sometimes, please let me know. Shirley Martin 424831

PARISH REGISTER
In Memoriam

We commend into God’s loving care those who have died;
May they rest in peace.

Joe Nunn
Lionel Hilborne
Baptisms
Marnie Leitch
Tilly Neaves
Arthur Higgins
Albie Baker

The Villager is sponsored by

Pat Keenan
Freddie Higgins

Simran’s

Your Local Independent Store
Here when you need us
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REGULAR SERVICES at ST JOHN’S
SUNDAYS
8am
Holy Eucharist
8.45am Roman Catholic Mass
10am
1st Sunday in the month, Sunday Space
Other Sundays, Parish Eucharist
6.30pm 1st Sunday in the month, Sung Eucharist
7.30pm 2nd Sunday in the month, Compline over Zoom

TUESDAY
10.30am Holy Eucharist
FRIDAY
11.45am Last Friday in the month,
Toddler Praise
For all other information see our website: www.farncombe.org.uk

A 1930s
WEDDING

A few weeks ago Mrs Claire Larsen came all the way from Liverpool
to visit St John’s, the church where her great-grandparents Robert
Stedman and Nellie White were married. Here they are on their
wedding day, 3rd October 1931 – Charles Knight was the Rector
who married them. The newspaper report of the wedding says that
Robert lived with his parents in Marshall Road: he was a gardener at
Tuesley Court, while Nellie seems to have been in service with a Mrs
Cox on Frith Hill, and lived with her adoptive uncle and aunt, the
Wheelers of Bramswell Road. There is a very full description of
Nellie’s clothing (‘beige dress with brown hat, stockings to match
and brown shoes. She carried a bouquet of bronze chrysanthemums
and wore a gold bangle, the gift of the bridegroom’) and many of the
new couple’s presents, including a table, an eiderdown, and a set of
silver spoons from the Farncombe Rifle Club of which Robert was a
member. You can see that the iron brackets either side of the church
door were used to hold noticeboards – they’re still there.
Nellie and Robert moved to Cleethorpes in the early 1940s, where
they stayed until Robert died in 1977. Nellie lived until the age of 89
and, Mrs Larsen says, ‘would tell us stories as children about life in
Godalming’. Many thanks to her for this fascinating picture.

OUR OWN

2021 WEDDINGS AT St

JOHN’S

‘St John’s doesn’t get as many weddings as in the 1930s, so it’s a special pleasure when couples decide they want to marry here!
Over the last 18 months we’ve been delighted to welcome Holly and Jason, Tony and Kate, Chris and Amber, and Andy and Liz.’

The Villager is sponsored by
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OVER 60 YEARS EXPERIENCE
PLEASE CALL 01483 428956
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40th ANNIVERSARY YEAR
St.JOHN’S PARISH CHURCH
Our meeting on 9th February took the form of a Community Question
Time. Our panel was Rev’d Simon Taylor from Busbridge, Colin
Stokes, a member, Penny Rivers, a local Councillor and Antonia
Wilson, our last diocesan president.
Some questions were given to the panel in advance but many were
asked on the day. We learnt many interesting facts about the panel for
example that Penny Rivers was brought up in Jamaica.
About 20 existing members as well as two new members enjoyed a
splendid tea as usual.
Our next meeting will be on 8th March at St Peter and Paul in
Godalming at 2.30. The theme will be Pancakes, Poetry and
Prayer. All are welome. Shirley

SPRING
FAIR
WILL BE HELD AT

St.JOHN’S PARISH CHURCH
St. JOHN’S STREET FARNCOMBE
(NOT IN THE BURYS FIELD)

SATURDAY 7th MAY 11am

MONTY PYTHON’S SPAMALOT
Spring 2022 finds GTG back on stage with a riotous
musical that will have audiences rolling in the aisles.
Spamalot is an unashamedly, side-splitting comedy
full of misfit knights, killer rabbits, dancing nuns and
ferocious Frenchmen. Join King Arthur as he travels
with his hapless Knights of the Round Table on a
divine mission to locate the illusive Holy Grail - with
uproarious consequences.
Winner of a Tony Award for Best New Musical, the
hilarious Spamalot was written by Python legend Eric
Idle, with a fantastic Grammy Award winning score
co-written by John Du Prez.
This outrageous musical comedy, lovingly ripped off
from the film classic ‘Monty Python and the Holy
Grail’ is ‘spam-packed’ with show-stopping musical
numbers and will send you out of the theatre
whistling ……… `Always Look on the Bright Side of
Life.’
With just seven performances from 5th to 10th
April at the Ben Travers Theatre, Charterhouse,
Godalming book now gtguk.com
before the knights say Ni!

lovingly

Voted BEST Sunday roast in Surrey by
readers of the Surrey Advertiser

HECTOR’S

ON THE WEY

Join us for Sunday Lunch and find out for yourself

We are open Wed to Sun 10am - 4pm
From March 30th - Wed to Sun 10am - 5pm
Outside of these hours we are
available for private parties for 10 - 40
people with various Menus available

Hector’s on the Wey
Farncombe Boat House
GU7 1NH
For bookings or more details

01483 418769

SURREY’S BEST KEPT SECRET
The Villager is sponsored by

FARNCOMBE POST OFFICE - WE ARE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
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Farncombe Day Centre
KEEPING THE VILLAGE ALIVE & WELL

WE ARE OPEN
Monday - Friday for lunches on a BOOKING ONLY BASIS
Please call Annette on 01483 426685 to book
We will be following our own careful covid guidelines
We have now taken over the Community Meal Service
(Meals on Wheels)

Email: info@farncombedaycentre.org.uk
www.farncombedaycentre.org.uk

OUR DELICOUS TAKEAWAY BACON ROLLS
JUST £1.50 are available from 9.30am - 11am

Award winning pies freshly made on the premises

• Aberdeen Angus beef • Plantation Pigs pork
• South Downs lamb • Rose veal
• Free range poultry • Game in season
• Bacon - Sausages - Burgers
• Home-made ready meals and desserts
• Home-made pies, sausage rolls and pasties
• Pates and cooked meats
• Cheese - Eggs - Accompaniments

IN-HOUSE & OUTSIDE CATERERS
Telephone: 01483 417557

41 Farncombe Street, Farncombe, Surrey GU7 3LH
info@wakelings.co.uk www.wakelings.co.uk

Traditional Family Butchers

FANCY A
HOG ROAST
FOR YOUR
SPECIAL EVENT
Call 01483 417557
4 FREE sausages
when you spend £10 or more
on production of this advertisement

We are pleased to offer all Farncombe residents a

10% DISCOUNT
on all orders over £100 - with this magazine

The Villager is sponsored by
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CALL 01483 428956
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GODALMING GETS ITS UNIQUE
CLASSICAL MUSIC SERIES

Conservatoire Concerts originated in 2016 when Suzanne Cacciottolo
and her husband Edward Fenech came up with the idea of starting up
a concert series that would provide paid performance opportunities to
musicians studying at Conservatoires.
At first, this sounded quite daunting and ambitious but fortunately
with the help of John Horrocks, Chairperson of TBS (Tilford Bach
Society), Conservatoire Concerts organised their first concert in
January 2017, on a cold and frosty evening, up in the charming
Busbridge Church, to a welcoming audience of around sixty people.

From the start it was decided not to charge for tickets but to ask for
donations from the attendees, a format which works well and is still
used up to this day.
After a few months, the need for a piano and a larger venue forced
Conservatoire Concerts to move to Godalming Baptist Church. The
venue enabled the organisers to invite large ensembles, such as the
String Ensemble from Trinity Laban Conservatoire.
During lockdowns, the concert series carried on with weekly online
concerts followed by zoom meetings with the musicians and the
viewers.
For some time, once restrictions were lifted, concerts were being
held in the beautiful church of St. John’s in Farncombe. Fortunately, a
Beethoven Festival could be held there, just in time before further
restrictions were imposed due to the pandemic.
Up to now, Conservatoire Concerts have organised around fifty
concerts, more than twenty online concerts, side by side projects and
annual festivals such as Baroque and Chamber Music Festivals. The
audience keeps growing as the word spreads about these wonderful
events organised at Godalming Baptist Church by the welcoming
team of helpers and organisers.
If you would like to support Conservatoire Concerts or require
further information about these concerts, you may visit the website
www.conservatoireconcerts.org.uk or contact Suzanne on
suzanne.cacciottolo@gmail.com or 07940 013314

Simran’s
Post Office & Convenience Store
‘Your Local Independent Store’
‘Here when you need us’
Monday-Saturday 5.30am - 8.00pm
Sunday 5.30am - 1.00pm

• Local Post Office
• Stationery
•News Delivery
•Seasonal Gifts
•Groceries & Essentials
• Beer Wines & Spirits
• Shopping Delivery Service

OUR POST OFFICE IS OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
20 Farncombe Street Godalming Surrey GU7 3LH
Telephone: 01483 422373

The Villager is sponsored by

Simran’s

Your Local Independent Store
Here when you need us
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Slimming World NEWS
GREAT START TO THE NEW YEAR
Since opening up after the new year I have welcomed 87 new members to my groups, seeing group numbers
increasing back to pre pandemic times which has been amazing. More members are making groups buzzy and
welcoming with lots of food learning, also sharing brilliant ideas and helping each other to keep on track . Seeing a
huge weight loss success of over 967lbs between groups in just 6 weeks is amazing!
By losing just 10% of your starting weight can be so beneficial not only in how you look and feel on the outside,
but also more importantly by reducing the hidden fats from the inside of your body; the ones that sit around your
organs. By losing weight you can stop type 2 diabetes in its stride, and by moving more you are not only
increasing your body health but also helping your mental health, lessening anxiety and stress levels.
All of this is covered in our exciting weight loss program.
Why not pop into a local group to find out how you can still eat pasta and chips and still lose weight.
To find out more call Pauline 07872 162842, or come along to St John’s Church Farncombe,
Tuesdays at 9.30, 5.30 or 7pm. Wilfred Noyce Godalming Saturday 8.30 or 10am.
I can’t wait to meet you
#SWTasteTheFreedom

Tony Lloyd
Architectural Design Consultant
Thinking of extending or altering
your house or converting your loft?

St John's Church, Farncombe
TUESDAY
9.30am, 5.30 & 7.00pm
St John's Church, Farncombe
your consultant
Pauline: 07872 162842

Plans prepared for Town Planning
and Building Regulation applications.
I also act as your Agent and deal
with the paperwork when
submitting Council applications.
Free consultation service
Reasonable fees charged

email: pauline526@btinternet.com
slimming world with pauline

Telephone 07967 277186 or 01483 414644
Email address: antonylloyd@btinternet.com

MOT-£45.85 with this magazine
Great used cars, Service and MOT in Godalming
SHORTFIELD GARAGE MILL LANE GODALMING Tel: 01483 418770 www.shortfieldgarage.co.uk
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SPRING GARDENING

We are approaching the meteorological season of Spring but as
you will have noticed, a number of plants have jumped ahead of
this dateline. There were primroses and camellias blooming in
December and a number of bulbs have made an early entrance
this year. Whilst this is very cheering, it does mean that we need
to keep a careful watch on the weather and protect our plants
from extremes of cold and wind. Weather permitting, we can look
forward to many happy hours preparing for the new growing
season, so here are some ideas.

Vegetables Seed packets at the ready! It is time to sow herbs such as

chives and thyme, culinary delights such as Brussels sprouts, leeks,
beetroot, peas and spinach. Also, we can make successive sowings of
lettuce and carrots (sow a few at a time with a gap of 3 or 4 weeks in
between so that they don’t all mature together). Seed potatoes are
available in garden centres, usually separated into early, main or late
cropping varieties in order to extend the season for harvesting them.
Brassicas and other vegetables which have been growing over the
winter will be ready to pick, as will rhubarb.
Fruit Mulch fruit bushes such as currants and raspberries and prune
autumn-fruiting raspberries ready for the growing season. Check any
fruit trees to make sure they are firmly in the ground and have not been
loosened by wind, frost (or possibly footballs).
Lawns Last year saw a big move towards major changes in our
concept of lawns. “No-mow May” meant that wild flowers had a chance
to bloom and insects could find more food and improve the pollination
rates of our fruit and vegetables. It also meant that we mowed less often
and with the cutters raised much higher. This is good for our
environment and helps us to appreciate the variety of native plants.
This is also a time to take a general overview of our gardens to
see how they have over-wintered and to deal with any plants
which need help after weather damage or which just look in need
of extra care.
Happy gardening John

The Local Supermarket

WE ARE OPEN
MONDAY - SATURDAY 6.00 - 23.00
SUNDAY 6.30 - 22.30

for

• FRESH FRUIT & VEG • GROCERIES
• FROZEN • DIY • CONFECTIONERY
• TOYS • OFF LICENCE

FREE BREAD & MILK
when you spend £20 or more in store
Simply bring this Voucher with you to claim this offer
EXCLUDES PAYPOINT, LOTTERY & CIGARETTES
ONE VOUCHER PER HOUSEHOLD

Our local shops bring us a lot of benefits and at The local
Supermarket in Green Lane you can be sure of cheerful and helpful
service – and you often meet friends too. Older residents of
Farncombe and Binscombe will remember the shop under several
different brand names and it is always useful to have a store which

is open long hours each day and has such a wide range of stock – I
even spotted some handy hardware items which could be very
useful. When you go for your daily exercise why not put a shopping
bag in your pocket and treat yourself to some retail therapy on the
way home?

40 GREEN LANE, FARNCOMBE GU7 3ST
The Villager is sponsored by

Simran’s

TEL: 01483 423257
Your Local Independent Store
Here when you need us
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Spring Garden Show
Friday 22nd Saturday 23rd & Sunday 24th April 2022
Located in the walled gardens of Loseley Park; we have over 35
stalls to include plant nurseries attending across the 3 days.
Why not treat your garden to a makeover ahead of the summer or
pick up some creative ideas from our gardens and grounds team on
seasonal planting?
The perfect opportunity to pick up some lovely hand-crafted gifts
to include many other local suppliers from across the Surrey Hills.
For more information, please visit our website: https://www.loseleypark.co.uk/ or call the team on 01483 304440
Loseley Park, Surrey GU3 1HS

GODALMING
TENNIS CLUB
The club is situated in Broadwater Park off Summers Road
next to the Godalming Leisure Centre. There are five
floodlit hard courts with coaching available. New members
of all ages and abilities are welcome to attend on most
weekday evenings and Wednesday mornings for social
tennis. For further information contact
kitthome@gmail.com or view
www.godalminglawntennisclub.co.uk."

YOU MUST READ THIS

What to do with your email address?
A lot of people are tempted by fibre to home Internet offers from new Internet providers like Swish Fibre or Hey!Broadband. But
what they don’t realize is that their current Internet providers will try to make it difficult to leave them, even if you are out of
contract – on a rollout billing. (If you are not, you might need to pay more than £100 to leave before your contract expires.)
If you are moving your phone line as well, you might not be able to keep your number. The personal email address you got from
your Internet provider is another problem. Let’s say you were with BT for many years and all your family is using BT email
addresses on their computers, tablets and mobile phones. To keep using your emails the same way after leaving BT, you will
have to pay them £90 a year. Other providers will also charge you to keep using their email addresses. If you are no longer a
TalkTalk broadband customer and want to use TalkTalk Mail features accessible on all devices and keep your email address,
you must subscribe to TalkTalk Mail Plus for £50 a year. You are, however, able to keep using your old email for free but using
Webmail only. This means, you can’t use Outlook or other email programs on your computer or mobile device. To save money,
start using Gmail or Yahoo mail, so your email address is independent from your broadband provider.
Igor Dalavourak (MSc) – Primo Computers (01483 860 777)

PRIMO COMPUTERS DATA RECOVERY SERVICE From £29.99 - No Data Recovered - No Fee
• Accidental Deletion or Formatting • Unlocking Password Protected Drives • Damaged Drives
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CAREER TALKS
Over 500 students were involved in (virtual) Career Talks on Friday
21st January. Year 7 and 8 enjoyed a talk from Duncan McIndoe
(a Speaker for Schools speaker, Global HR Director of Turner and
Townsend with a focus on sustainable construction engineering)
and Years 9 and 10 got to choose and experience 2 different talks
from a diversified group of speakers and industries. Students

enjoyed the experience although they would have preferred to
have the speakers attend in person (next year!). Main messages
from the speakers to the students were to work hard, try your
best in all you do and have a hunger for knowledge and learning
new things and you can be successful.

SKI TRIP TO CRANS MONTANA SWITZERLAND

From Saturday 5th to Friday 11th February, 69 students
and 7 staff enjoyed a week’s skiing in Crans Montana.
The students were a credit to the school and never
stopped trying, even when the slopes became
challenging and fatigue set it. The progress they made
reflected the school motto ‘by increments conquer’
beautifully. A good time was had by all.

MOCK INTERVIEWS
On Friday 11th February, we were joined by 25
professionals who gave their time to our Year
11 students for job interview practice.
Students had to prepare a CV and a covering
letter to apply for hypothetical jobs. This
experience benefited those on both sides of
the table as the professionals enjoyed the
interaction, could see the gratitude of all
students and staff involved and took pleasure
in knowing they were helping to mould and
shape the future of our young people. Thank
you to Dan May, our Enterprise M3
representative who organised our volunteer
interviewers.

The Villager is sponsored by

FARNCOMBE POST OFFICE - WE ARE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
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GODALMING THERAPY
Confidential, non-judgemental counselling and
psychotherapy for adults and teenagers.

JOSEPHINE LOFTHOUSE, MA, MBACP
07852 228 455 jo@godalmingtherapy.co.uk
Are you feeling lost, stuck or down?
Don’t struggle alone. Counselling can be
life changing: contact me to find out more.

www.godalmingtherapy.co.uk

REMAINS
OPEN UNDER
STRICT
GOVERNMENT
GUIDELINES

KAREN REGAN DIPFHP MCFHP MAFHP

Tel: 01483 427340 Mobile: 07947 093830
Email: mjn@uwclub.net
www. findacraftsman.com/listing/m-j-noyes-electrical

MOBILE FOOT HEALTH PROFESSIONAL
WWW.HEARTANDSOLE.SITE
07776 309567
KEEPING YOUR FEET HAPPY & HEALTHY

• BUILDING CONSERVATION
• CONSTRUCTION &
HARD LANDSCAPING

W.j.GRIFFITHS
Looking after Farncombe & Godalming’s
Heritage for over 25 years

Telephone: 07887 916497
Email: billgriffithsconstruction@hotmail.co.uk
Website: wjgriffithsconstruction.co.uk

SUPPORT OUR LOCAL
SHOPS & BUSINESSES
USE THEM OR LOSE THEM

The Villager is sponsored by
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A message from Julian....
A big thank you to all those who packed the church
for Fleetwood Bac's concert in January - our first
show in St. John's for some 21 months. Ticket sales
for the upcoming shows are already very encouraging
as more people want to enjoy the experience of live
music again - there is nothing like it! So please show
your support for live music by buying tickets early in
the knowledge that if a show or tour is cancelled for whatever reason
your money will be refunded.

Friday 25th January

Friday 8th April

SIMPLY DAN

Wednesday 18th May

CARLS PALMER’S
ELP LAGACY

DEAN FRIEDMAN

Steely Dan tribute

@ ST JOHN’S FARNCOMNE

@ HASLEMERE HALL

@ ST JOHNS FARNCOMBE

A consummate showman, founding member of
Emerson Lake & Palmer, ASIA and Atomic
Rooster, Carl Palmer was voted by ROLLING
STONE as one of the 10 Greatest Drummers of All
Time. Since he began in the business in the
1960s Carl Palmer has sold over 50 million
records worldwide. Since 2001, Carl has fronted
an acclaimed 3-piece power trio featuring guitar,
bass & drums interpretations of the classically
driven rock hits of Emerson Lake & Palmer
(without its signature keyboards). The band now
also features vocalist Paul Bielatowicz, who will
be singing all the great ELP classic hits. He has
totally reinvented the music of ELP, touring
regularly around the world with this band.

Simply Dan make a welcome return with an 11
piece band playing songs from the entire Steely
Dan back catalogue. Made up of a 4 piece horn
section, 2 guitars, 3 vocalists, keyboards and a
bass and drums rhythm section, Simply Dan
produce a wonderful tribute to the genius of
Steely Dan with the right balance between being
respectful to the original recordings and firmly
putting their own stamp on the material.
Over 50% of tickets already sold so be quick to
secure yours.
Tickets: £18 + booking fee. Show starts
@ 7.45pm (doors and cash bar open from
7.00pm)

Hailed by critics and fans alike as a one of the
finest songwriters of his generation, Dean
Friedman has achieved legendary, pop-icon
status for chart-topping hits, Ariel, Lucky Stars,
Lydia, McDonald's Girl and more. A consummate
entertainer, Friedman will be performing songs
from throughout his four-decade career, including
familiar, radio hits and fan favourites. Invite family
and friends and join Dean for an evening of
powerful, poignant and hilarious songs about the
ordinary and extraordinary lives we share. Dean's
special guest is Boothby Graffoe.
Tickets: £25 + booking fee. Show starts
@ 7.45pm (doors and cash bar open from
7.00pm)

Tickets: £25 + booking fee. Show starts
@ 8.00pm (doors and bar open from 7.00pm)
Box office: 01428 642161

Tickets for Farncombe shows are only
available from www.wegottickets.com/julianlewrymusic
Tickets for Haslemere shows are available
from www.haslemerehall.co.uk and www.wegottickets.com/julianlewrymusic
Existing ticketholders or anyone seeking more information should contact Julian Lewry
julianlewrymusic@aol.com .
To keep up to date with news please see www.julianlewrymusic.com
and Facebook pages Julian Lewry Music or Farncombe Music Club .
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FUTURE SHOWS PLANNED FOR 2022
INCLUDE THESE EXCITING ACTS
Friday 30th September - On The Run (Pink Floyd tribute) - Farncombe
Friday 14th October - The Blow Monkeys - Haslemere
Friday 21st October - The Alter Eagles (Eagles tribute) - Farncombe
Friday 4th November - Jo Harman & Mike Farris with full band - Haslemere
Friday 18th November - Oye Santana (Santana tribute) - Farncombe
Saturday 26th November - Clearwater Creedence Revival - Haslemere
Friday 9th December - Ultimate Elton & The Rocket Band - Haslemere

The Mystery photo is - The Freeholders converted into apartments

LOST ROBERTS BLUE BAND MAKE A WELCOME RETURN TO SCRATCHERS ON 11th MARCH

VILLAGES
HANDYMAN
SERVICE
Tel: 07766 078493
Email:villageshandyman@outlook.com

All elements of domestic household
maintenance undertaken:
professional diligent local handyman.
Hourly rates and fixed prices available.
Design and consultation work available.
No job too small. Please call or email Nick
to arrange a consultation or site visit.

USEFUL NUMBERS
• Boots Chemists (Farncombe) 01483 416115 • Kamsons (the chemist by The Mill Surgery) 01483 420002
• The Mill Surgery 01483 239903 • Binscombe Chemist (at the Binscombe Surgery) 01483 415151
• Binscombe Surgery 01483 415115
• Waverley Coronavirus advice number (for help and volunteer coordination) 0300 200 1008
Farncombe and Binscombe Good Neighbours (for transport to essential appointments) 07531 888398
(phone between 10am and 12noon Monday to Friday) • The Samaritans 0808 1640123

The Villager is printed by Royal British Legion Industries
who support disability and veterans’ employment in Surrey
The RBLI are proud to be working with St. John’s
For all your print needs call 01372 389940 print@rbli.co.uk

THE SUMMER EDITION 2022 OF THE VILLAGER WILL BE PUBLISHED ON THE 27th MAY 2022
COPY DEADLINE 10th MAY 2022
For articles and editorial please email: davidholtstudios@btconnect.com
If you would like details about advertising in The Villager please email David Preston at: djpreston@bcs.org.uk
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St. JOHN’S PARISH CHURCH 2022

SPRING
FAIR
WILL BE HELD AT

St.JOHN’S PARISH CHURCH
St. JOHN’S STREET FARNCOMBE
(NOT IN THE BURYS FIELD)

SATURDAY 7th MAY 11am
• Burgers • Cakes • Tombola
• Raffle • Books • Fair Trade
• Bric a Brac • Plants

• Gifts and Cards • Ice Creams
• Children’s Activities
plus lots more fun stalls

40th ANNIVERSARY YEAR
TIME FOR A
SPRING CLEAN?

MAN FRIDAYS
HOUSE & GARAGE
CLEARANCE
NO JOB TOO BIG
OR TOO SMALL

CALL 01483 414636
OR 07799 196512

St. JOHN’S PARISH CHURCH FARNCOMBE GU7 3EJ
Contacts: James Rattue, Rector - tel 860709;
Parish Office: open 10am - 6pm Mon & 2.30 - 5.30pm Wed - tel 426353
email: office@farncombe.org.uk website: www.farncombe.org.uk

Artwork for The Villager by David Holt Studios Tel: 01483 416611 email: davidholtstudios@btconnect.com

